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Nine civilians have been killed in targeted killings by militants in the past 22 days in Kashmir, 

including a Kashmiri Pandit employee, a Hindu schoolteacher from Jammu and a bank manager from 

Rajasthan. This has triggered a wave of protests in the Valley from the minority communities. Protesting 

since May 12 when Rahul Bhat, a Pandit employee, was killed in his office, over 4,000 Pandit employees 

recruited under a special package are on the verge of another migration as in the 1990s. Their leaders 

say they are contemplating mass exodus and resignations unless relocated outside the Valley. The 

abominable terrorist violence and the predicament of the Pandits and Hindus denote a grim reversal of 

all the gains towards peace and reconciliation in the last decade or so. The Valley had welcomed a subtle 

and slow return of Kashmiri Pandits, a segment of those who left in the face of a surge in violence and 

targeted killings in the 1990s. Their return was encouraged by the comprehensive policy of then Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh, who in 2008 worked on a strategy: a political outreach to stakeholders of 

Kashmir’s political spectrum for creating a conducive atmosphere and, at the same time, extending 

permanent financial support to Pandits willing to return. 

The Prime Minister’s Package for Return and Rehabilitation of Kashmir migrants not only offered 

jobs to Pandit youths but also doled out an initial financial assistance of ₹7.5 lakh per family, which was 
later increased to ₹20-₹25 lakh — in three instalments for those who settled in the Valley. It is not a 

mere coincidence that a turn for the worse coincided with the Centre’s new push to alter Kashmir’s 

relations with India, starting with the termination of Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood and special 

constitutional status in 2019. On December 31, 2020, a Hindu goldsmith was killed; a series of targeted 

killings of members of the minorities, including Kashmiri Pandits, started from October 6, 2021 when 

Makhan Lal Bindroo who ran the famous Bindroo Medicate was killed in his shop in Srinagar. Guest 

workers in the Valley from other parts of the country have also been felled. Policies implemented by the 

Centre regarding land and government jobs are perceived in Jammu and Kashmir as disadvantageous to 

locals, increasing the sense of alienation that is being exploited by separatists and Pakistan-backed 

terrorists. The Centre must take measures to ensure the security of Hindus, and migrant workers in the 

Valley, at any cost as an immediate response. It must also think afresh its Kashmir policy and create 

space for political dialogue. It seems the dilution of Article 370 was not the end of the problem but the 

beginning of fresh challenges in Kashmir, which need careful handling rather than just muscular 

triumphalism. 

 

 grim (adjective) – distressing, upsetting, 

worrying, unpleasant, dismal/awful. 

 turn (noun) – act; change of course, 

divergence. 

 civilian (noun) – non-military person, ordinary 

citizen. 

 militant (noun) – fanatic, extremist, radical, 

sectarian/partisan. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, give rise to, lead to, 

bring about, generate, prompt, set off, spark 

off. 

 wave (verb) – a sudden occurrence of 

something; a sudden increase in something. 

 Valley (noun) – a low area between hills or 

mountains typically with a river running 

through it. Valley is a metonym of Jammu & 

Kashmir in this context (Metonym is used as an 

alternative for something else with which it is 

closely related/associated). 

 on the verge of (phrase) – on the brink of, on 

the edge of, at a crucial or critical point. 

 migration (noun) – the movement of people 

within the borders of the same country or 

across international borders in order to find 

work or better living conditions. 

 contemplate (verb) – foresee, imagine, expect 

to; consider, think about, give thought to, 

ponder over, reflect about, reflect on. 

 exodus (noun) – mass departure, evacuation, 

leaving/exit. 

 abominable (adjective) – very bad, poor, 

terrible. 

 predicament (noun) –  problematic situation, 

difficulty, quandary. 
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 reversal (noun) – turnaround, turnabout, 

about-face, U-turn, shift. 

 reconciliation (noun) – restoration of friendly 

relations, restoration of harmony, agreement, 

compromise, understanding, peace, an end to 

hostilities. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 subtle (adjective) – delicate, indistinct, 

indefinite; understated, low-key. 

 segment (noun) – division, part, portion, 

section. 

 in the face of (phrase) – despite, 

notwithstanding, regardless of; when 

confronted with. 

 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 

 comprehensive (adjective) – all-inclusive, 

broad-based; all-embracing, complete, 

thorough. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 outreach (noun) – the level of reaching 

out/activity/effort; involvement. 

 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an interest 

in something. 

 spectrum (noun) – a wide range of positions, 

opinions, etc. between two extreme points; 

wide range, gamut, ambit. 

 conducive (adjective) – favourable, beneficial, 

valuable, advantageous, opportune, 

propitious, encouraging, promising, 

convenient. 

 atmosphere (noun) – condition, circumstance, 

environment. 

 extend (verb) – offer, give, grant, bestow; 

continue, carry on, expand, broaden. 

 willing (noun) – readiness, preparedness, 

disposition, inclination, wish, desire. 

 PM’s Package for Return and Rehabilitation of 

Kashmiri Migrants (noun) – The Government 

has devised policies for Return and 

Rehabilitation of Kashmiri Migrants, under the 

Prime Minister’s Packages in 2008 and 2015 

for Return and Rehabilitation of Kashmiri 

Migrants to Kashmir Valley. 

 dole out (phrasal verb) – allocate, allot, 

apportion, assign, distribute, dispense, hand 

out, give out, mete out, disburse. 

 coincidence (noun) – co-occurrence, 

coexistence, conjunction, simultaneity. 

 statehood (noun) – the condition of being an 

independent state. 

 Article 370 of the Constitution of India (noun) 

– It had “temporary provisions with respect to 

the State of Jammu and Kashmir” which gave 

special powers to the state. The article allowed 

the state a certain amount of autonomy – its 

own constitution, a separate flag and freedom 

to make laws. Foreign affairs, defence and 

communications remained the preserve 

(domain) of the central government. It also 

allowed Jammu and Kashmir to make its own 

rules relating to permanent residency, 

ownership of property and fundamental rights. 

It did also bar Indians from outside the state 

from purchasing property or settling there. 

 run (verb) – operate, manage. 

 fell (verb) – kill, gun down. 

 implement (verb) – execute, apply, put into 

action, put into effect, put into practice, carry 

out, perform, administer. 

 regarding (preposition) – concerning, with 

regard to, with respect to. 

 perceive (verb) – view, regard, consider. 

 disadvantageous  (adjective) – unfavourable, 

adverse, inauspicious, unpropitious, 

unfortunate, unlucky, bad. 

 alienation (noun) – isolation, detachment, 

estrangement/separation. 

 exploit (verb) – take advantage of, make use 

of, utilize. 

 separatist (noun/adjective) – dissident, 

nonconformist, sectarian. 

 back (verb) – support, endorse, favour, 

promote, fund. 

 measure (noun) – step, action, act, move. 

 at any cost (phrase) – no matter how much 

effort or money needed. 

 afresh (adverb) – new, again, over again, once 

again, once more, in a new way. 

 dialogue (noun) – discussions, parleying, 

deliberation, talks. 
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 dilution (noun) – reduction in value/ 

power/force of something. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 muscular (adjective) – vigorous, robust, strong, 

powerful, active, aggressive. 

 triumphalism (noun) – boastfulness, self-

assertion, self-satisfaction, excessive pride, 

extreme self-confidence, chutzpah, chest-

thumping, chest-beating; an attitude or a 

belief that a particular doctrine, religion, 

culture, social system is superior to and should 

triumph all over others. 

******************************************************************************* 

 

It is not often that by-elections are of any significant consequence. But Uttarakhand, where the 

Chief Minister was in a do-or-die battle; Kerala, where the main Opposition, the Congress, was fighting 

for survival; and Odisha, where the ruling party was seeking another vote of confidence; all saw high-

stakes contests. An impressive victory in the Thrikkakara Assembly by-election has revived the Congress 

in Kerala from the slumber and the chaos that had gripped the party following two consecutive 

Assembly election defeats, in 2016 and 2021. The seat is a Congress stronghold that stayed with the 

party even in 2021, when the ruling Left Democratic Front (LDF) won 99 of the 140 seats. The seat had 

fallen vacant following the demise of P.T. Thomas, who had shown great courage to stand up to the 

Catholic Church on issues of public policy. His wife Uma Thomas was the Congress candidate. The LDF 

was criticised on grounds that it sought to align its selection of candidate and campaign with the wishes 

of the Church. The Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) also turned the election into a 

referendum on the Silver Line semi-high speed railway project that the Pinarayi Vijayan government was 

championing. The victory, by an increased margin in comparison with 2021, reinforces the leadership of 

V.D. Satheesan, the leader of Opposition, and K. Sudhakaran, the President of the Congress State unit. 

The CPI(M) and the LDF must take the lessons from the results with humility and appropriately 

recalibrate their positions. 

In Odisha’s Brajarajnagar Assembly constituency, the ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD) candidate, 

Alaka Mohanty, won by a margin of 66,122 votes, defeating the Congress that pushed the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) to the third position. The bypoll was necessitated by the death of the winner’s 

husband Kishore Mohanty. The result has further strengthened the hands of Chief Minister Naveen 

Patnaik, who revamped his Council of Ministers immediately after the victory. The BJP that has been 

nurturing ambitions to replace the BJD in the State had to eat humble pie in the seat, though it is part of 

the Bargarh Parliamentary Constituency which it had won in 2019. In 2024, Mr. Patnaik will be on his 

way to becoming one of the longest serving Chief Ministers. In Uttarakhand, Chief Minister Pushkar 

Singh Dhami won the Champawat Assembly seat as expected, tightening his grip over the party. The BJP 

has been going through a churn in the State, leading to the elevation of Mr. Dhami who was not an MLA, 

after the Assembly elections in February-March. But the path ahead will depend on how smartly Mr. 

Dhami navigates the dangerous roads in the hill State’s politics. 

 

 consequence (noun) – importance, relevance, 

significance, substance, prominence, value, 

seriousness. 

 of little/no/any consequence (phrase) – If 

something or someone is of little/no/any 

consequence, they are little/not/somewhat 

important or valuable. 

 do-or-die (phrase) – last-ditch, last-chance, 

last-resort, final. 

 seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 

 vote of confidence (phrase) – a vote of 

confidence, or a trust vote, is sought by the 

government in power on the floor of the 

House (legislative assembly or parliament) in 

order to prove the majority. 

 high-stakes (adjective) – high risk, dangerous. 

 revive (verb) – bring back, energize, revitalize, 

resuscitate, breathe new life into. 
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 slumber (noun) – sleep; light sleep, nap, doze, 

drowse, rest; a state of being 

inactive/dormant. 

 chaos (noun) – disorder, disarray, turmoil, 

disorganization, disruption. 

 grip (verb) – afflict, affect, beset, torment. 

 consecutive (adjective) – successive. 

 stronghold (noun) – bastion, fortress, fort. 

 demise (noun) – death, dying, passing away. 

 stand up to (phrasal verb) – defy, confront, 

challenge, oppose openly, resist, show 

resistance to, take on, put up a fight against, 

take a stand against. 

 public policy (noun) – a combination of laws, 

regulations, actions, policies adopted by a 

government/establishment/institution.  

 grounds (noun) – reason, cause, basis, base, 

rationale, premise, factor, pretext, motive. 

 align with (verb) – join forces with, join up 

with, form an alliance with, ally with, align 

oneself with, link up with, combine with. 

 campaign (noun) – canvassing, electioneering, 

an act of soliciting (asking for/requesting) 

votes; an organized effort that seeks to 

influence the decision-making progress within 

a specific group. 

 referendum (noun) – public vote; a direct vote 

in which people cast ballots to decide on a 

specific issue or policy. 

 Silver Line project (noun) – Silverline project 

aims to improve connectivity between the two 

ends of Kerala by setting up a Semi High-Speed 

Rail corridor (a 530-kilometre, double line 

stretch) from Kasaragod to 

Thiruvananthapuram with the aim of reducing 

travel time from 10 hours at present to less 

than 4 hours. 

 champion (verb) – support, back, urge, 

promote, advocate, endorse, recommend, 

espouse. 

 reinforce (verb) – support, uphold, bolster, 

underpin, undergird, strengthen. 

 take lessons (phrase) – to learn (or) to be 

thought. 

 humility (noun) – modesty, humbleness, lack 

of pride, unassertiveness. 

 recalibrate (verb) – reevaluate, reassess, 

revamp. 

 necessitate (verb) – require, demand, call for, 

be grounds for, warrant, entail, involve. 

 hands (noun) – control, power, authority. 

 revamp (verb) – reorganize, restructure, 

rearrange, rebuild, improve. 

 the Council of Ministers (noun) – the supreme 

executive organ in a government.  The term is 

usually equivalent to the word “cabinet”. 

 nurture (verb) – encourage, promote, 

stimulate, foster, further, advance, boost, 

strengthen. 

 eat humble pie (phrase) – to admit your fault 

in a humiliating way and/or make a humble 

apology; back down, admit defeat, surrender, 

capitulate, yield, give in, cave in, submit. 

 on one’s way (phrase) – move forward; 

coming, approaching; in the course of (a 

journey). 

 tighten (verb) – make stricter, make more 

rigorous, make more stringent, stiffen, 

toughen. 

 grip (noun) – control, stranglehold, domination 

(over something). 

 tighten your grip on something (phrase) – start 

to control something more strictly. 

 go through (phrasal verb) – undergo, 

experience, face, suffer, be subjected to, put p 

with. 

 churn (noun) – disorder/disorganization, 

confusion, disruption/chaos. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, bring 

about, call forth, give rise to. 

 elevation (noun) – promotion, rise.  

 navigate (verb) – handle, manage. 

 weigh up. 
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